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Spike, the Black Wolf Dave Sargent 1996-02 Recounts how a farm
family's pet wolf became a local hero.

Notes from The Century Before Edward Hoagland 2013-03-06 In 1966,
Edward Hoagland made a three-month excursion into the wild country of
British Columbia and encountered a way of life that was disappearing
even as he chronicled it. Showcasing Hoagland’s extraordinary gifts for
portraiture—his cast runs from salty prospector to trader, explorer,
missionary, and indigenous guide—Notes from the Century Before is a
breathtaking mix of anecdote, derring-do, and unparalleled elegy from
one of the finest writers of our time.

Dead Distillers Colin Spoelman 2016-05-17 Founders and award-
winning distillers of Kings County Distillery Colin Spoelman and David
Haskell follow up their successful Guide to Urban Moonshining with an
extensive history of the figures who distilled American spirits. Dead
Distillers presents 50 fascinating—and sometimes morbid—biographies
from this historic trade’s bygone days, including farmers, scientists,
oligarchs, criminals, and the occasional US president. Readers may be
surprised to find the names George Washington, Henry Frick, or Andrew
Mellon alongside the usual suspects long associated with booze—Jasper
“Jack” Daniel, Jim Beam, and Julian “Pappy” Van Winkle. From the
Whiskey Rebellion to Prohibition to the recent revival of craft spirits, the
history of whiskey, moonshine, and other spirits remains an important
part of Americana. Featuring historical photos, infographics, walking-
tour maps, and noteworthy vintage newspaper clippings, Dead Distillers
is a rich visual and textual reference to a key piece of American
history—and a spirited portrait of the unusual and storied origins of
forgotten drunkenness.

The Jarretts Richard M. Huff 2015-06-04 Discusses the personal lives
and racing careers of the three generations of Jarretts involved in
NASCAR racing.

Ghost Stories of Wisconsin A. S. Mott 2006 Wisconsin is one truly
haunted state. Some experts have suggessted that it might very well be
the most hanted state in the union. A.S. Mott takes a fun and quirky look
at this spirit friendly locale.

Inventing Wine: A New History of One of the World's Most Ancient
Pleasures Paul Lukacs 2013-10-21 "Meticulously researched
history...look[s] at how wine and Western civilization grew up together."
—Dave MclIntyre, Washington Post Because science and technology have
opened new avenues for vintners, our taste in wine has grown ever more
diverse. Wine is now the subject of careful chemistry and global demand.
Paul Lukacs recounts the journey of wine through history—how wine
acquired its social cachet, how vintners discovered the twin importance
of place and grape, and how a basic need evolved into a realm of choice.
Moore's Rural New-Yorker 1912

Days of Darkness John Pearce 1994-11-15 " Among the darkest corners
of Kentucky’s past are the grisly feuds that tore apart the hills of Eastern
Kentucky from the late nineteenth century until well into the twentieth.
Now, from the tangled threads of conflicting testimony, John Ed Pearce,
Kentucky’s best known journalist, weaves engrossing accounts of six of
the most notorior accounts to uncover what really happened and why.
His story of those days of darkness brings to light new evidence,
questions commonly held beliefs about the feuds, and us and long-
running feuds—those in Breathitt, Clay Harlan, Perry, Pike, and Rowan
counties. What caused the feuds that left Kentucky with its lingering
reputation for violence? Who were the feudists, and what forces—social,
political, financial—hurled them at each other? Did Big Jim Howard
really kill Governor William Goebel? Did Joe Eversole die trying to
protect small mountain landowners from ruthless Eastern mineral
exploiters? Did the Hatfield-McCoy fight start over a hog? For years,
Pearce has interviewed descendants of feuding families and examined
skimpy court records and often fictional newspapeputs to rest some of
the more popular legends.

The Biggest Moonshiner Betty M. Rafter 2019-08-23 The Biggest
Moonshiner is a story of unconditional love, triumph over hate,
forgiveness, and redemption. It's a memoir with bits of history during the
hard-scrabble life of the author and her eleven siblings growing up
during the Depression in the Glades of South Florida with, allegedly, "the
biggest moonshiner on the East Coast" and their faith-based mama. It
tells of their mama's struggle to keep the family together and life lessons
the author and her siblings gleaned from adversity: while hiding out in

the woods with their parents, Urbie and Leila Meeks; when they were
running from the Feds, picking cotton in Alabama while on the run, living
in a tent and picking other crops with migrants; and during their time
living in an orphanage. Leila never lost her faith in God or her
unconditional love for their hardworking, optimistic, and fun-loving
daddy, who made every challenge a fun adventure—even when he got
drunk and abused her and sometimes the kids or when they were
homeless after he lost their home and business gambling or when she
had to feign for herself and six kids when he went to prison for making
moonshine. When a tragedy brought about the death of Leila and her
unborn child, the siblings struggled to work through the fog of pain,
knowing they had to put their anger and hate aside and forgive, if they
were going to fulfill their mama's last request: "To get along with your
daddy, and keep the kids together."

Haunted Wisconsin Linda S. Godfrey 2010 There is absolutely no
better guide for haunted Wisconsin. Linda S. Godfrey. With her smooth
journalistic style and her keen sense of what makes a good ghost story,
she has the ability to send chills up and down your spine --Brad Steiger,
author of Real Ghosts, Restless Spirits, and Haunted Places Wisconsin's
leading authority on the paranormal presents strange stories from
around the state, from witches in the Wisconsin Dells to spirits in the
State Capitol. Readers will encounter Kenosha's Headless Nun, the Man
Bat of Lacrosse, Rocky the Rock Lake Monster, and John Dillinger's
phantom. They will explore Aztalan's ancient mounds, the ghostly bars
and taverns of Madison and Milwaukee, and the creepy town of Caryville,
one of the most haunted places in America.

When Money Grew on Trees David Mac 2003-05-19 Imagine breaking
the law without fear. Imagine piles of money that literally grew on trees.
Those dreams became reality for David Mac after the young man from
Michigan settled in Madison County, Arkansas. This is his tale about life
as a marijuana moonshiner in the Ozark Mountains, and the corrupt
sheriff who made it all possible. It’s a story about drugs and arson,
murder and suicide, friendship and betrayal. Most importantly, this book
reveals one of Arkansas’ darkest secrets, and demystifies one of its
greatest legends. Sheriff Ralph Baker, the man who befriended David
Mac, and taught him what it means to be an outlaw. This is Mac’s story
of damnation and redemption. From the first marijuana seed he planted,
to the Devil’s bargain Mac struck with Sheriff Baker, this book explores
their harrowing journey on the twisted outlaw trail. Along the way, the
unlikely duo of lawman and outlaw discovered that greed ruins even the
best-laid plans, and the Devil always gets His due. Although the hills and
hollows echoed with whispers after the sheriff’s alleged suicide, no one
dared to reveal the hidden truth behind his double life. Until now.

The Egg and I Betty Bard MacDonald 2022-08-01 DigiCat Publishing
presents to you this special edition of "The Egg and I" by Betty Bard
MacDonald. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a
legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced
for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in
print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the
acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.
Back East: The South Steven S Long 1999-12-02 Deadlands: The Weird
West, Pinnacle's award-winning game of supernatural horror in the Old
West continues to roll along. In 2000, new products allow players to take
on the role of operatives for the Agency, wrestle with the curses of
lycanthropy and vampirism, and learn the secrets of the latest
developments in the New Science. This sourcebook details the
Confederacy from the front lines of Northern Virginia to the hidden
dangers of Florida's Everglades.

Ignition! John Drury Clark 2018-05-23 A classic work in the history of
science. Readers will want to get their hands on this influential classic,
available for the first time in decades. This newly reissued debut book in
the Rutgers University Press Classics imprint is the story of the search
for a rocket propellant which could be trusted to take man into space.
This search was a hazardous enterprise carried out by rival labs who
worked against the known laws of nature, with no guarantee of success
or safety. Acclaimed scientist and sci-fi author John Drury Clark writes
with irreverent and eyewitness immediacy about the development of the
explosive fuels strong enough to negate the relentless restraints of
gravity. The resulting volume is as much a memoir as a work of history,
sharing a behind-the-scenes view of an enterprise which eventually took
men to the moon, missiles to the planets, and satellites to outer space.
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The Forgiving Kind Donna Everhart 2019-01-29 In this masterful new
novel, set in 1950s North Carolina, the acclaimed author of The Road to
Bittersweet and The Education of Dixie Dupree brings to life an
unforgettable young heroine and a moving story of family love tested to
its limits. For twelve-year-old Martha “Sonny” Creech, there is no place
more beautiful than her family’s cotton farm. She, her two brothers, and
her parents work hard on their land—hoeing, planting, picking—but only
Sonny loves the rich, dark earth the way her father does. When a tragic
accident claims his life, her stricken family struggles to fend off
ruin—until their rich, reclusive neighbor offers to help finance that year’s
cotton crop. Sonny is dismayed when her mama accepts Frank Fowler’s
offer; even more so when Sonny’s best friend, Daniel, points out that the
man has ulterior motives. Sonny has a talent for divining water—an
ability she shared with her father and earns her the hated nickname
“water witch” in school. But uncanny as that skill may be, it won’t be
enough to offset Mr. Fowler’s disturbing influence in her world. Even her
bond with Daniel begins to collapse under the weight of Mr. Fowler’s
bigoted taunts. Though she tries to bury her misgivings for the sake of
her mama’s happiness, Sonny doesn’t need a willow branch to divine that
a reckoning is coming, bringing with it heartache, violence—and
perhaps, a fitting and surprising measure of justice.

The Bradys and the Swamp Rats; Or, After the Georgia
Moonshiners 1905

Years of adventure, 1874-1920 Herbert Hoover 1951

Gods of Howl Mountain Taylor Brown 2018-03-20 Bootlegger Rory
Docherty has returned home to the fabled mountain of his childhood - a
misty wilderness that holds its secrets close and keeps the outside world
at gunpoint. Slowed by a wooden leg and haunted by memories of the
Korean War, Rory runs bootleg whiskey for a powerful mountain clan in a
retro-fitted '40 Ford coupe. Between deliveries to roadhouses, brothels,
and private clients, he lives with his formidable grandmother, evades
federal agents, and stokes the wrath of a rival runner.

Sapphira and the Slave Girl Willa Cather 2009-07-01 Willa Cather’s
twelfth and final novel, Sapphira and the Slave Girl, is her most intense
fictional engagement with political and personal conflict. Set in Cather’s
Virginia birthplace in 1856, the novel draws on family and local history
and the escalating conflicts of the last years of slavery—conflicts in
which Cather’s family members were deeply involved, both as slave
owners and as opponents of slavery. Cather, at five years old, appears as
a character in an unprecedented first-person epilogue. Tapping her
earliest memories, Cather powerfully and sparely renders a Virginia
world that is simultaneously beautiful and, as she said, “terrible.” The
historical essay and explanatory notes explore the novel’s grounding in
family, local, and national history; show how southern cultures
continually shaped Cather’s life and work, culminating with this novel;
and trace the progress of Cather’s research and composition during
years of grief and loss that she described as the worst of her life. More
early drafts, including manuscript fragments, are available for Sapphira
and the Slave Girl than for any other Cather novel, and the revealing
textual essay draws on this rich resource to provide new insights into
Cather’s composition process.

22 Murders Paul Palango 2022-04-12 #1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER A
shocking exposé of the deadliest killing spree in Canadian history, and
how police tragically failed its victims and survivors. As news broke of a
killer rampaging across the tiny community of Portapique, Nova Scotia,
late on April 18, 2020, details were oddly hard to come by. Who was the
killer? Why was he not apprehended? What were police doing? How
many were dead? And why was the gunman still on the loose the next
morning and killing again? The RCMP was largely silent then, and
continued to obscure the actions of denturist Gabriel Wortman after an
officer shot and killed him at a gas station during a chance encounter.
Though retired as an investigative journalist and author, Paul Palango
spent much of his career reporting on Canada’s troubled national police
force. Watching the RCMP stumble through the Portapique massacre,
only a few hours from his Nova Scotia home, Palango knew the story
behind the headlines was more complicated and damning than anyone
was willing to admit. With the COVID-19 lockdown sealing off the
Maritimes, no journalist in the province knew the RCMP better than
Palango did. Within a month, he was back in print and on the radio,
peeling away the layers of this murderous episode as only he could, and
unearthing the collision of failure and malfeasance that cost a quiet
community 22 innocent lives.

Oklahoma Tough Ron Padgett 2005-09 An established poet recounts
the life of his father, Wayne Padgett, who was not only a colorful,
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charming, and generous man, but also a high-ranking member of the
Dixie Mafia who earned a reputation as "King of the Bootleggers."
Reprint.

The Bone House Brian Freeman 2011-04-14 Keeping secrets is like
playing with fire. You could get burned... A teenager murdered. A
teacher accused. A secret that won't stay buried... The Bone House is the
unforgettable murder mystery by Brian Freeman, author of Thief River
Falls and The Voice Inside. Sure to enthral fans of James Patterson and
David Baldacci. 'Well-developed characters and a thrilling climax'
Publishers Weekly A year ago, accusations of an affair with a pupil cost
Mark Bradley his teaching job. Now the student's sister has been found
dead, and Mark faces a hostile town convinced of his guilt. Hilary
Bradley is determined to protect her husband, but digging into the girl's
secrets proves dangerous. Her only ally is a quirky Florida detective
named Cab Bolton. As the facts emerge about the murdered girl's past,
Cab's suspicion grows that others are involved in her death. But there
are people willing to kill to keep the truth hidden - and to make sure
Mark pays the ultimate price for a young girl's murder. Hilary and Cab
are both outsiders in a place that doesn't trust strangers and they're
running out of time to find out what's buried in the ashes of the past...
What readers are saying about The Bone House: 'Characters were
amazing, each so well written and described I could visualise them with
ease. Storyline flowed flawlessly keeping me gripped with each sentence’
‘A great read, full of suspense to keep you on your toes. Loved it' 'As in
all Freeman novels, there is a wonderful twist in the tale at the very end
which makes the book particularly memorable. Simply superb'

Lost in the Beehive Michele Young-Stone 2018-04-10 Named one of O,
The Oprah Magazine’s “Best New Books of Spring” From the author of
Above Us Only Sky and The Handbook for Lightning Strike Survivors, a
touching new novel set in the 1960s about the power of friendship, love,
and accepting your past in order to find a future. For nearly her entire
life, Gloria Ricci has been followed by bees. They're there when her
mother loses twin children; when she first meets a neighborhood girl
named Isabel, who brings out feelings in her that she knows she
shouldn’t have; and when her parents, desperate to “help” her, bring her
to the Belmont Institute, whose glossy brochures promise healing and
peace. She tells no one, but their hum follows her as she struggles to
survive against the Institute’s cold and damaging methods, as she meets
an outspoken and unapologetic fellow patient named Sheffield
Schoeffler, and as they run away, toward the freewheeling and accepting
glow of 1960s Greenwich Village, where they create their own kind of
family among the artists and wanderers who frequent the jazz bars and
side streets. As Gloria tries to outrun her past, experiencing profound
love—and loss—and encountering a host of unlikely characters, including
her Uncle Eddie, a hard-drinking former boyfriend of her mother’s, to
Madame Zelda, a Coney Island fortune teller, and Jacob, the man she
eventually marries but whose dark side threatens to bring disaster, the
bees remain. It’s only when she needs them most that Gloria discovers
why they’re there. Moving from the suburbs of New Jersey to the streets
of New York to the swamps of North Carolina and back again, Lost in the
Beehive is a poignant novel about the moments that teach us, the places
that shape us, and the people who change us.

Humboldt Emily Brady 2013-06-18 In the vein of Susan Orlean's The
Orchid Thief and Deborah Feldman's Unorthodox, journalist Emily Brady
journeys into a secretive subculture--one that marijuana built. Say the
words "Humboldt County" to a stranger and you might receive a knowing
grin. The name is infamous, and yet the place, and its inhabitants, have
been nearly impenetrable. Until now. Humboldt is a narrative exploration
of an insular community in Northern California, which for nearly 40
years has existed primarily on the cultivation and sale of marijuana. It's a
place where business is done with thick wads of cash and savings are
buried in the backyard. In Humboldt County, marijuana supports
everything from fire departments to schools, but it comes with a heavy
price. As legalization looms, the community stands at a crossroads and
its inhabitants are deeply divided on the issue--some want to claim their
rightful heritage as master growers and have their livelihood legitimized,
others want to continue reaping the inflated profits of the black market.
Emily Brady spent a year living with the highly secretive residents of
Humboldt County, and her cast of eccentric, intimately drawn characters
take us into a fascinating, alternate universe. It's the story of a small
town that became dependent on a forbidden plant, and of how everything
is changing as marijuana goes mainstream.

The Railway Conductor 1911

The Protest Singer Alec Wilkinson 2010-06-08 A spirited and intimate
look at American icon and activist Pete Seeger. Throughout his life, Pete
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Seeger transformed a classic American musical style into a form of
peaceful protest against war, segregation, and nuclear weapons.
Drawing on his extensive talks with Seeger, Alec Wilkinson delivers a
first hand look at Seeger's unique blend of independence and
commitment, charm, courage, energy, and belief in human equality and
American democracy. We see Seeger as a child, instilled with a love of
music by his parents; as a teenager, hearing real folk music for the first
time; as a young adult, singing with Woody Guthrie. And finally, Seeger
the man marching with the Rev. Martin Luther King in Selma, standing
up to McCarthyism, and fighting for his beloved Hudson River. The
gigantic life captured in this slender volume is truly an American
anthem.

We Make the Road by Walking Myles Horton 1990-12-28 This dialogue
between two of the most prominent thinkers on social change in the
twentieth century was certainly a meeting of giants. Throughout their
highly personal conversations recorded here, Horton and Freire discuss
the nature of social change and empowerment and their individual
literacy campaigns.

Chester's Last Ride Nathan Wright 2017-07-06 Chester’s Last Ride by
Nathan Wright Nathan Wright has written a stirring adventure story in
the best tradition of the western novel. It relates the difficult journey of
Zeke Conley from Kentucky and his half-wolf dog, Big Ben, as they
wander the frontiers for treasure and excitement. At last, Conley and his
ever-faithful companion return home to help his family fight off swindlers
and desperadoes. Here, there is rousing action enough to satisfy any
reader, but it is in its depiction of the hardships and rewards of life in
nature that Chester’s Last Ride rises to true inspiration as it conveys the
feel of such details as the refuge of a campfire on a freezing night under
the barren sky or the comradeship of a fellow’s horse and his big dog.
The Ancient Highway James Oliver Curwood 1925 Adventure story
about a Canadian veteran of World War I who goes to the Canadian
wilderness.

Killers of the Flower Moon David Grann 2018-04-03 #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER - A twisting, haunting true-life murder mystery
about one of the most monstrous crimes in American history, from the
author of The Wager and The Lost City of Z, “one of the preeminent
adventure and true-crime writers working today."—New York Magazine
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST « NOW A MARTIN SCORSESE
PICTURE “A shocking whodunit...What more could fans of true-crime
thrillers ask?”—USA Today “A masterful work of literary journalism
crafted with the urgency of a mystery.” —The Boston Globe In the 1920s,
the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage
Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the
Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their
children to study in Europe. Then, one by one, the Osage began to be
killed off. The family of an Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a
prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it
was just the beginning, as more and more Osage were dying under
mysterious circumstances, and many of those who dared to investigate
the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll rose, the newly
created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover,
turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the
mystery. White put together an undercover team, including a Native
American agent who infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage
began to expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American
history. Look for David Grann'’s latest bestselling book, The Wager!

The Cedar Choppers Ken Roberts 2018-03-06 At the low-water bridge
below Tom Miller Dam, west of downtown Austin, during the summer of
his tenth or eleventh year, Ken Roberts had his first encounter with
cedar choppers. On his way to the bridge for a leisurely afternoon of
fishing, he suddenly found himself facing a group of boys who clearly
came from a different place and culture than the middle-class, suburban
community he was accustomed to. Rather, “. . . they looked
hard—tanned, skinny, dirty. These were not kids you would see in
Austin.” When Roberts’s fishing companion curtly refused the strangers’
offer to sell them a stringer of bluegills, the three boys went away, only
to reappear moments later, one of them carrying a club. Roberts and his
friend made a hasty retreat. This encounter provoked in the author the
question, “Who are these people?” The Cedar Choppers: Life on the Edge
of Nothing is his thoughtful, entertaining, and informative answer. Based
on oral history interviews with several generations of cedar choppers and
those who knew them, this book weaves together the lively, gritty story
of these largely Scots-Irish migrants with roots in Appalachia who settled
on the west side of the Balcones Fault during the mid-nineteenth
century, subsisting mainly on hunting, trapping, moonshining, and, by
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the early twentieth century, cutting, transporting, and selling cedar
fence posts and charcoal. The emergence of Austin as a major
metropolitan area, especially after the 1950s, soon brought the cedar
choppers and their hillbilly lifestyle into direct confrontation with the
gentrified urban population east of the Balcones Fault. This clash of
cultures, which provided the setting for Roberts’s encounter as a young
boy, propels this first book-length treatment of the cedar choppers, their
clans, their culture and mores, and their longing for a way of life that is
rapidly disappearing.

The Andes of Southern Peru Isaiah Bowman 1916

The Yearling Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 2011-06-28 An American
classic—and Pulitzer Prize-winning story—that shows the ultimate bond
between child and pet. No novel better epitomizes the love between a
child and a pet than The Yearling. Young Jody adopts an orphaned fawn
he calls Flag and makes it a part of his family and his best friend. But life
in the Florida backwoods is harsh, and so, as his family fights off wolves,
bears, and even alligators, and faces failure in their tenuous subsistence
farming, Jody must finally part with his dear animal friend. There has
been a film and even a musical based on this moving story, a fine work of
great American literature.

Arkansas/Arkansaw Brooks Blevins 2010-06-01 What do Scott Joplin,
John Grisham, Gen. Douglas MacArthur, Maya Angelou, Brooks
Robinson, Helen Gurley Brown, Johnny Cash, Alan Ladd, and Sonny Boy
Williamson have in common? They’re all Arkansans. What do hillbillies,
rednecks, slow trains, bare feet, moonshine, and double-wides have in
common? For many in America these represent Arkansas more than any
Arkansas success stories do. In 1931 H. L. Mencken described AR (not
AK, folks) as the “apex of moronia.” While, in 1942 a Time magazine
article said Arkansas had “developed a mass inferiority complex unique
in American history.” Arkansas/Arkansaw is the first book to explain how
Arkansas’s image began and how the popular culture stereotypes have
been perpetuated and altered through succeeding generations. Brooks
Blevins argues that the image has not always been a bad one. He
discusses travel accounts, literature, radio programs, movies, and
television shows that give a very positive image of the Natural State.
From territorial accounts of the Creole inhabitants of the Mississippi
River Valley to national derision of the state’s triple-wide governor’s
mansion to Li’l Abner, the Beverly Hillbillies, and Slingblade, Blevins
leads readers on an entertaining and insightful tour through more than
two centuries of the idea of Arkansas. One discovers along the way how
one state becomes simultaneously a punch line and a source of
admiration for progressives and social critics alike. Winner, 2011
Ragsdale Award

Popular Mechanics 1912

Boy's Life Robert McCammon 1992-05 "Zephyr, Alabama, has been an
idyllic home for eleven-year-old Cory Mackenson ... a place where
monsters swim in the belly of the river, and friends are forever. Then, on
a cold spring morning in 1964, as Cory accompanies his father on his
milk route, they see a car plunge into a lake some say is bottomless."--
Page 4 of cover

Harper's Weekly John Bonner 1877

Southern Idaho Ghost Towns Wayne C. Sparling 1974 Distributed by
the University of Nebraska Press for Caxton Press When mineral riches
were found in southern Idaho "boomtowns" arose across this rugged
land. When the mining activity ceased these towns were quickly
abandoned yet they still stand; a testimony to the vagaries of life in the
frontier in pursuit of gold and silver.

The Road to Bittersweet Donna Everhart 2024-08-20 Set in the Carolinas
in the 1940s, this riveting novel of historical fiction from the acclaimed
and award-winning author of The Saints of Swallow Hill is a beautifully
written, evocative account of a young woman reckoning not just with the
unforgiving landscape, but with the rocky emotional terrain that leads
from innocence to wisdom. For fourteen-year-old Wallis Ann Stamper and
her family, life in the Appalachian Mountains is simple and satisfying,
though not for the tenderhearted. While her older sister, Laci—a mute,
musically gifted savant—is constantly watched over and protected, Wallis
Ann is as practical and sturdy as her name. When the Tuckasegee River
bursts its banks, forcing them to flee in the middle of the night, those
qualities save her life. But though her family is eventually reunited, the
tragedy opens Wallis Ann’s eyes to a world beyond the creek that’s borne
their name for generations. Carrying what’s left of their possessions, the
Stampers begin another perilous journey from their ruined home to the
hill country of South Carolina. Wallis Ann’s blossoming friendship with
Clayton, a high diving performer for a traveling show, sparks a new
opportunity, and the family joins as a singing group. But Clayton’s
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attention to Laci drives a wedge between the two sisters. As jealousy and
betrayal threaten to accomplish what hardship never could—divide the
family for good—Wallis Ann makes a decision that will transform them all
in unforeseeable ways . . .
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